300      ST. AUGUSTUS'K AND  HIS AGK
that Alaric would never have entered Rome if Diocletian had succeeded in extinguishing the Christian sect. Rome died ot'exhaustion, and the malady had set in long 1 vet ore the time of Diocletian. Christianity was not responsible for the wars that continued to drain the treasury and deplete the army throughout the fourth century ; nor for the increasing decay of the eurial or middle class, which mainly bore the financial burilen, and was gradually ruined by the stupid tiscal system ; imr for the depopulation of the environs of" Rome and of the agricultural districts, that had fed the legions; nor for the concentration of the people in the towns and the increasing degradation and enervation of town life ; nor for the introduction and training and evil management of the barbarians ; nor for that displacement of the Huns in the far Kast which precipitated the barbarian avalanche, It may be urgetl that the emphatic otherwnrldli-ness of Christianity clumped the ardour of patriotism and made light of the service of the empire. The patriotic feeling that had built up the empire had already been corrupted, or turned into a frothy jingoism, to use a modern term, by selfish dissipation. In any case, Christianity was not taken so seriously as that by any large